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Virginia Asian Advisory Board Meeting

Jan 15, 2009
Bank of America Building

1111 E. Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219

10:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
VAAB members present:

Silvia Patton, Dilip Sarkar, Dick Dabu, Surya Dhakar, Chandrashekar Challa, Suwattana Sugg, Marj Mohta, Vicki Mirandah, Angela Chiang, Mark Keam, Rob Colorina, Sindy Benavides
VAAB members absent: 
Ranjana Chachra, Krittika Onsanit, Nalin Jain, Pearl Fu, Kim Nguyen, JD Kathuria, Wai Ping Chan
Guests Present: 

Ms. Juliann Eberheim – Web Developer, Office of the Governor   

Meeting Minutes

Meeting was called to order at 10: 15 a.m. by the Chair, Vicki Mirandah.  

Attendance was taken and it was noted that we have 9 VAAB members present with 2 members en route to the meeting. Therefore, the Board will defer the items that will need Board approval to the latter part of the meeting when a quorum of 10 plus members are present to vote. 

Financial Disclosure Forms  
Vicki Mirandah reminded board members of their obligation to file their financial disclosure as citizen members of an Executive Branch Advisory Board. 
The legal authority requiring the disclosure is located in the provisions of 2.2-3114B of the Code of Virginia, which establishes:

B. Nonsalaried citizen members of all policy and supervisory boards, commissions and councils in the executive branch of state government, other than the Commonwealth Transportation Board, members of the Board of Trustees of the Virginia Retirement System, and the State Lottery Board, shall file, as a condition to assuming office, a disclosure form of their personal interests and such other information as is specified on the form set forth in § 2.2-3118 and thereafter shall file such form annually on or before January 15.

Although today is the deadline to file financial disclosures, Sindy Benavides advised that several VAAB members have yet to comply. Dilip Sarkar asked how many VAAB members have not completed the filing of financial disclosures and stated that this is an obligation that every member needs to take seriously and comply with in a timely manner. He stated that the names of members who are not in compliance need to be disclosed. As of 10:00 a.m. EST, Jan 15, 2009, the following members have not filed their disclosures: 

Pearl Fu, JD Kathuria, Ranjana Chachra, Robert Colorina
VAAB Public Forum Updates: 
· Central VA (Richmond) Public Forum – Suwattana Sugg and Marj Mohta provided a brief update on the Public Forum which was to be held later in the day from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. The panel will consisting of 8 subject matter experts will speak on Social and Business issues. Panelists include: 

· Dr. Philip Schlobohm – Mental health issues

· Dr. Hasan Yousuf – Physical Health

· Dr. Mokerram Hussein – Public Safety

· Mr. Wattana Prak – Public Safety

· Ms. Donna Huang – Education
· Mr. Eric Lin – Civic Participation

· Mr. Rumy Mohta – Asian Businesses

· Ms. Angela Chiang – Resources for Asian Businesses

· Dick Dabu provided a brief update on the next Public Forum in the Tidewater area scheduled for March 13, 2009. It will be held at the Filipino Cultural Center. Although the topics haven’t been finalized, suggested topics include the Economy, Financial matters, Healthcare and Crime Prevention. Rob Colorina and Dick Dabu. Dilip Sarkar advised that sponsorships and funds are needed to help offset the cot of holding these Public Forums. Dick Dabu and Rob Colorina are VAAB members on point for the Tidewater Public Forum.

· Ranjana Chachra provided a brief update which was conveyed to the Board by Vicki Mirandah. She advised that the Public Hearing will likely be moved to Blacksburg from Roanoke and will confirm shortly. 

· We did not have an update on the May Public Forum at this time.   
· Chandrashekar Challa asked how we might get public support and funding for the rest of the Forums. Marj Mohta shared the approach that she and Suwatta Sugg took in the Central Virginia/Richmond Forum, including the outreach to the local Asian organizations. 

· Public guest Ms. Ginny Chao from the Vietnamese American commented that the May Northern Virginia Public Forum is held during a month significant to the Asian American community – which is the Asian Pacific American Heritage month celebrations. 

VAAB Website Updates
· Board members engaged in a working session to review each existing page of the VAAB website as it currently stands and provide desired updates. 

· Ms. Juliann Eberheim, Web developer with the Office of the Governor provided guidance, suggestions and recommendations during the working session. 

· All suggestions and comments provided will be compiled and given to Ms. Eberheim within 10 days. 

· Vicki Mirandah asked Ms. Eberheim have long it might take to complete the updates. She advised that it could be anywhere from 30-45 days depending on the existing workload

Future Meeting Dates

· The next VAAB meeting will be held on March 13, 2009 in the Tidewater area.
Miscellaneous Issues

· Angela Chiang suggested that we also add the election of a Treasurer and Secretary today,
· Meeting was paused at 11:45 a.m. 

· Meeting was resumed at 2:45 p.m. 

· Motion was made to approve the VAAB Aug 2008 meeting minutes by Angela Chiang. Motion was seconded by Marj Mohta. All members present voted in favor. 
· Motion was made to approve the VAAB Oct 2008 meeting minutes by Dr. Dilip Sarkar. Motion was seconded by Dick Dabu. All members present voted in favor. 

· Motion was made by Chandrashekar Challa to nominate Angela Chiang as Treasurer. Motion was seconded by Dick Dabu. All members present voted in favor.

· Motion was made by Dilip Sarkar to nominate Mark Keam as Secretary. Mark respectfully declined. Dilip Sarkar then made a motion to nominate Marj Mohta. Marj accepted on condition of getting assistance with Secretarial duties. Vicki Mirandah advised that she would provide needed assistance. Marj accepted the nomination. Motion was seconded by Rob Colorina. 

The meeting was officially closed at 3:00 p.m. 
Virginia Asian Advisory Board Member Roster
· Ms. Angela Chiang (Seat 1)

· Ms. Silvia Patton (Seat 2)

· Mr. Chandrashekar Challa (Seat 3)

· Ms. Ranjana Chachra Vice Chair (Seat 4)

· Mr. Mark Keam (Seat 5)

· Mr. Conrad “Dick” Dabu (Seat 6)

· Mr. Kim P. Nguyen (Seat 7)

· Ms. Suwattana Sugg (Seat 8)

· Mr. Wai-Ping Chan (Seat 9)

· Ms. Vicki Mirandah – Chair (Seat 10)

· Mr. Jaideep (JD) Kathuria (Seat 11)

· Mr. Rob Colorina (Seat 12)
· Dr. Dilip Sarkar (Seat 13)

· Dr. Surya Dhakar (Seat 14)

· Mr. Nalin Jain (Seat 15)

· Ms. Krittika Onsanit (Seat 16)

· Ms. Marj Mohta (Seat 17)

· Ms. Pearl Fu (Seat 18)
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