
Virginia Asian Advisory Board

Bank of America Building

24th Floor

1111 E. Main Street

Richmond, Virginia
Monday, October 19, 2009
Members Present: Shekar Challa, Sal Hundal, Michael Liew, Eric Lin, Vicki Mirandah, Joe Montano, Ray Obispo, Dilip Sarkar, Suwattana Sugg, Shewling Moy Wong. 

Members Absent: Andrew Ko, Angela Chiang, Kim Oanh Cook, Chun Elmejjad, Margarita Mohta, Binh Nguyen, Felix Wang, Mark Keam
Guests: Paul Grossman – Director of International Trade Division at Virginia Economic Development Partnership

Member of the Public: Eric Jensen
I. Meeting was called to order at 1:11pm by the Chair (Vicki). Introductions around the room.

II. Issues Affecting the Asian Communities. 
Ray Obispo – Tidewater/Hampton Roads – we need to show political strength and unity for the Asian Community. We’d like to have press events and take part in political events. Language is still an issue. What do you do when you get stopped by the cops if you don’t speak English and don’t know your rights?

Shewling would like to see a budget amendment passed in the budget. What is our plan? What is our 5 year strategy?  Dilip – we had an Indian community event for the local elected officials earlier on in the year. Ray – I would like to have all the Asian community united. Angela – maybe we can partner with a state agency and put it into the line item budget. We need to demonstrate to our own communities that we have a mission first. What do you do for us? Obama just started his APA Initiative. 
Sal – Another problem is that we are doing too well. How do we deal with that? Educate people first, bring the awareness. Vicki – we need to make our voices heard. Sal – suspended generation – what is your identity? Mike – send a college admissions advisor to an Asian country to get students, we need something visible and proactive. 
Eric – deliver votes and deliver money. 70%-80% who are registered in the APA community do vote.  What is the percentage of Asian Americans in VA are registered to vote? Please send Lucy a list of Media Outlets in the APA community.  
Shekar – best way to muster power is to make a connection with all these organizations. We did it with limited success with AASOCV. Roanoke has a half day event that all the community members show up – what is it that we want to display? 

Shewling – assign people localities and get information from your people and report back. Collect data, assimilate information and get back. Angela – we should get a letter together to both candidates requesting an Asian liaison. We need a link in the Governor’s office. Eric – we want more Asian languages taught at schools – partner with local schools. Angela – we can certify high school credit for the language schools. That could be easier do than languages being taught. What states have done this? Education is an economic tool – puts you at an advantage. 

III. Review and Approval of the Minutes – Shewling made the motion. Mike seconded. Minutes approved.

IV. 2010 Town Halls – In order for these town halls to happen, we need a divide and concur approach. What are the needs of the region? 
· NOVA 
· Tidewater
· Charlottesville
· Richmond
· Roanoke/Blacksburg
· Harrisonburg
V. Mr. Paul Grossman – Director of International Trade and Investment. 
State Agency funded by the Commonwealth. Primarily purpose is to recruit companies outside of Virginia to come to Virginia – manufacturing, distribution, no retail, basic employment. Virginia has been doing this since the 50s. We’ve been very successfully – 1st office was Brussels in 1967, another office in Japan in 1971. We are not always the first to do something, but we make a long term commitment. 
International Investment:  Recruiting internationally owned companies to invest in Virginia. We have about 800 operating in the Commonwealth. Rolls-Royce groundbreaking today – they are making blisks in jet engines. A380 uses Rolls-Royce engines and those blisks will be made in Virginia.  
Clincher for VA (best state for business) – 4 years for Virginia, CNBC – number 1 for best state for business, and Number 1 in Polina. Rankings include labor costs, labor availability, environmental regulations, quality of life issues, state government, strong universities, oceans to mountains, very diverse, and port systems. Virginia is a winner in the global economy. We have staff around the world, Hong Kong, Mexico, Tokyo, Korea, etc.  
Two reasons why we do this – 1) job creation and 2) capital investment. Rolls-Royce is investing $5 million over the next couple of years. EB5 Concept – we are looking at it but no region service center at this point and time. If we do it, it would not be for the state but a specific area. It costs several hundred thousands to set up and to maintain. 
Process in finding a company – we invest in USA Seminars. How can you invest in the USA? We have industry specific seminars – alternative energy, etc. Typically, the Governor will travel overseas once or twice a year for two purposes: opens doors and closes deals. 
We have people on the ground that could be potential investments. Virginia has no one in India and no one in Mainland China – two very important key markets. Other states are there - Virginia is not. Trade precedes investments. 
International trade – VA exports $16 billion a year. Virginia’s relationship is with Asia – most of our trade comes from Europe. We are a little late to the game, and still late to India and China. It is no fault of this Governor, he has requested as least twice in his budget but the general assembly has turned it down (budget issues). Before, we were competing with states like North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, but now we are competing against other countries. Singapore was our final competitor for Rolls-Royce. Governor Warner led the first trip to India/China. 
We have structural impediments – we didn’t have to be as aggressive. Our unemployment is still 40% below the national average. We have a vibrant economy, low un-employment; we don’t have to buy projects. We are known for: history, mountains and beaches. We have brain power, technologies, private labs, and medical research. It’s a curse and a blessing to be so diverse. 
What role does the local government play? Localities are front and center – but most can’t afford to do international marketing. What can we do to help you? 1) Be aware, know why we are number 1, read our marketing message. Be an ambassador for Virginia. 2) Refer opportunities as quickly as possible. Put them in touch with us 3) Look for opportunities in your own businesses to expand in Virginia – think of Virginia first.

www.yesvirginia.org  

VI. Break out into Sub-Committees – what areas do you want to concentrate on? What is relevant to the Asian communities? Summaries of sub-committee groups.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Please hold December 4th for our last meeting of the year. Lucy will notify you if anything changes. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:27pm.
 

