
Virginia Asian Advisory Board

Department of Motor Vehicles
7th Floor
2300 W. Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia
Friday, December 4, 2009
Members Present: Shekar Challa, Sal Hundal, Michael Liew, Eric Lin, Vicki Mirandah, Joe Montano, Ray Obispo, Dilip Sarkar, Suwattana Sugg, Shewling Moy Wong, Andrew Ko, Angela Chiang, Kim Oanh Cook, Margarita Mohta, Binh Nguyen, Felix Wang and Tony Pham
Members Absent: Chun Elmejjad 
Member of the Public: Eric Byler and Annabel Park
I. Meeting was called to order at 10:30am by the Chair (Vicki). Introductions around the room.

II. Review and Approval of the Minutes – Minor corrections were made to the October Meeting minutes. Shewling made the motion. Andrew seconded. Minutes approved.

III. Events in 2010. 
Discussion: There are a couple of things we could do – census awareness education, we need a stronger APA presence around the commonwealth, and speaking programs for members of VAAB can be identified. Shewling: We need to get ourselves out there, be heard, same line of thinking as Joe. We should get a table at events and go reach out to the public to let people know about us and what we do. We should meet with members of the general assembly. 

Tony: March 17 New Visa Training Program (details and agenda to be sent later). This is something VAAB can be apart of.

Ray: Can we send a letter to our contacts? To foster relationships before the townhall – along with a link to the website. (That can be done).

Lucy: Host events for the newly elected Asian Delegates; get to know your local delegates and senators. We can give them a platform (open forum) to all sides.

Couple of things to add to the calendar/to do list: March 17 New Visa Training Program, a draft letter to our contacts, possible event to welcome Ron Villanueva and Mark Keam and Jan. 15 reception for Gov-Elect McDonnell.  Everyone send events to Lucy to be included in a 2010 Calendar.

IV. CAPAVA/2010 Town Halls.
Six locations: Northern Virginia, Richmond, Hampton Roads, Harrisonburg, Roanoke and Charlottesville.

Northern VA: Joe, Chun, Andrew, Binh, Kim and Sal (March/April)

Richmond: Tony, Suwattana, Eric, Marg, Angela, Shekar (February 16)

Hampton Roads: Felix, Shewling, Ray, Dilip and Vicki (April/May)

Break-out session notes attached. 

V. Funding
Vicki and Angela met with Dennis Johnson regarding setting up an account for VAAB. If VAAB opens an account, we must follow the law as it is required for state entities. It would not be tax deductible, including in-kind donations. It would be more trouble than its worth to do this. Another viable option is to have a VAAB Foundation 501c3 nonprofit. 

The foundation is limited and it is a lot of responsibility. There are legal obligations to the foundation. The accounting could be too burdensome and it will take time for this to function. We should not dilute ourselves from our core responsibility of outreach to fundraising. 

Vicki: Let’s take a vote next meeting on whether or not we should pursue the foundation. 

Suggestion: Speak with someone in the McDonnell administration to make sure VAAB has staff support. 
VI. Census Complete Count Committee
Vicki & Eric: This is our opportunity to raise awareness, visit communities, educate, and disseminate information. There are also job opportunities available: enumerators start training in early January. One of the core messages we need to get out there is that all the information the census collects is secured. There are sample census forms provided as well. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The McDonnell administration will have a new individual to staff VAAB. 
At the next meeting – election of new officers for 2010. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30pm.
Richmond Town Hall Planning

December 4th, 2009

Committee:   Suwattana Sugg, Marj Mohta, Shekar Challa, Tony Pham, Eric Lin

Date:  Will coincide with the APA Legislative Day event spearheaded by CAPAVA

Location:  Will confirm location reserved by Eric Jensen of CAPAVA – will see if we can piggy back the location for the Town Hall.  Other possibilities: Library of Virginia, Bank of America Bldg; Suntrust.

Scope:

Based upon last year’s model, we do intend to invite speakers to address several areas of interest for the APA community.

These areas are (with committee member assigned to procurement of expert):

· Public Safety (Tony Pham) potential speaker: Marly Decker

· Health/Mental Health (Marj Mohta)

· Housing (Suwattana Sugg) potential speaker: TK Somanath

· Business (Eric Lin) – potential speaker:Angela Chiang

· Education (Eric Lin)

· Legislation (Shekar Challa) – potential speaker :Lakshmi Challa

Our intention is to seek individuals who are noted authorities or those who can bring important insight about various topics in relation to the Asian community.

The format shall be:

· Welcome by Vicki Mirandah

· Speaker presentations (8-10 minutes each followed by 5-10 minutes of Q&A)

· If time allows – allow for remaining time to be used for community questions about topics not covered in the speaker segments.  To be incorporated into future town hall discussions or VAAB discussions.

Virginia Asian Advisory Board: Hampton Roads Town Hall

December 4, 2009


Organizing Committee: Dr. Dilip Sarkar, Ms. Angela Chiang, Ms. Shewling Moy Wong, Ms. Victoria Mirandah, Mr. Ray Obispo
 
Proposed Date: The week of May 7th.
Time: TBA
Proposed Location: Philippine Cultural Center, Virginia Beach, VA


 Tentative Program Outline:
I. Introduction to the VAAB
            a. Mission Statement
            b. Explanation of the VAAB as a community resource


II.  Speaker or Presentation *


III. Community Open Forum


IV. Closing


 * It was discussed that a speaker or a presentation (i.e. politicians or local professors) would be the “draw” to get people to attend the town hall. The VAAB will benefit from interest and attendance generated. 

 

** It was also discussed that organizers send out surveys beforehand to community leaders. The purpose of these surveys would gauge the pulse of the community and gauge issues that could be discussed at the Town Hall. 

*** This is just a rough draft. If there are any omissions, edits or further suggestions, please let me know.

Northern Virginia Town Hall Planning

December 4, 2009

Committee: Binh Nguyen, Andrew Ko, Sal Hundal, Joe Montano, Kim Oanh Cook

Location:  High Schools (George Mason, Thomas Jefferson etc...), Fairfax Gov Ctr, NOVA college

 

Time:  March 19, 20, 21 or 26, 27, 28.  If Friday, after 6 PM.  If Saturday, any time.  If Sunday, after 2 PM

 

Topics:  Economy, Jobs, Education, Health care, Immigration, Language and Cultural Integration, Upcoming Elections 2010 and 2012

 

Agenda:  

             *Introduction of the VAAB members and our roles

             *Local elected officials and a nationally well-known key note speaker on specific topics

             *Open Q&A from public

 

Logistics:  Food and Donation (in kind) from local businesses

 

 

